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EVALUATION is AN INTEGRAL PART OF STUDY
The teachers called the entire group together frequently as they
worked on the project so that critical analysis of what they were
doing could be made. Replanning, which included setting up
new procedures and sources of materials, was determined as
needed. Following such a procedure and comparing the values in
the current experiences with ones in preceding activities, one safe-
guards against mistakes and keeps the learning process going for-
ward.
Mothers and teachers were often members of the "family," espe-
cially when the meals were served. Occasionally, when dinners
were served in the evening, or on special days, fathers lent an
encouraging presence. Through such group contacts parents were
made aware of the similarities of children's problems and interests,
and became encouraged to talk of their families7 as well as of com-
munity problems. In this semi-social process a community of
interests developed which resulted in discussions that were truly
adult learning situations.
Where the group-study plan is used, as has been described
in this and the preceding series of experiences, several large
or involved activities may be going on at the same time. For
this reason an abundance of study materials and references
are needed in each homeroom and each laboratory. Guides
to study which are not too detailed, but which may consist
of questions, references, experiments to perform, or persons to
consult/provide adequate guidance for the self-direction of
the child. The teacher is then more free to move from group
to group with suggestions or demonstrations, and to help
those who may be less dexterous in manual skills.
A cumulative file of study guides, suggestions for evaluation
of what is studied, related references, or recent magazine arti-
cles by reliable authors should be kept with the pupils' help,
and be available to them at all times.
Day-by-day evaluation may be quite informal. Manage-
ment skills are gained gradually, and progress in them might
be noted by making one list of the most successful parts of
the experience, and a second list of the parts that could have